A Quite Interesting Quiz
General Knowledge

1. What word rhymes with orange? 
Blorange, a town in Wales. It also has a couple of half rhymes, one of which that could be argued is ‘strange’
2. Is this a rhetorical question? 
No 
3. How many points do you need to win a game of table tennis? 
11 – it used to be 21, but they changed the ball size to slow the game down so spectators could actually see what was going on. To compensate for the increased time a match would take, they decreased the winning points to 11.
4. How many sheep were on Noah’s Ark? 
7 (or 7 pairs would be accepted) – animals accounted clean by kosher laws (which include sheep) were to be taken in 7s, whereas those not accounted clean (such as camels) were in pairs.
5. What was the first creature to be sent into space? 
A fruit fly – used because it weights almost nothing, and they also share a high percentage of diseases/illnesses that humans suffer from, so they would be able to observe any adverse effects.
6. Who invented the mathematic Pie Chart? 
Florence Nightingale
7. Who invented the moon walk? 
Bill Bailey – not the current day comedian, but a performer from the 1920s/30s
8. What’s the best colour of clothing to wear in extreme heat? 
There are none that are significantly more effective than any other – black makes sense with how heat radiation works, but it’s actually not better than anything else.
9. Who is the only athlete in the history of the modern Olympic Games to get a personal mention in the closing ceremony? 
Eddy the Eagle, in the 1988 closing ceremony.
10. Who owns all the swans in England? 
Nobody does. The Queen doesn’t; she owns only a single breed.
Geography

1. How many official states are there in America? 
46 – 4 are technically commonwealths, and not states – Kentucky, Virginia, Pennsylvania and Massachusetts  
2. What’s the largest lake in Canada? 
Great Bear Lake in Manitoba – the great lakes are all split between America and Canada, so do not count here.
3. How often does lightning strike the earth on an average day? 
17,000,000
4. What country are you most likely to see a tornado? 
UK,  statistically. On average there are around 100 a year (almost one every 3 days). One statistician put it into perspective: if Britain had 33 tornados a year (and it probably has more) in an area 38 times smaller than the USA, you are twice as likely to witness a tornado.
5. Which is the smallest county in England? 
Rutland and Isle of Wight – the Isle of Wight at high tide is smaller, but is larger at high tide. So one is smaller for half of ever day of the year, the other is smaller for the other half of every day.
6. How many poles are there at the end of the earth (e.g. North/South pole)? 
11, technically. The geographic north pole, geographic south pole,  geomagnetic north pole, geomagnetic south pole, magnetic north pole, magnetic south pole, north pole of inaccessibility, south pole of inaccessibility, celestial north pole, celestial south pole, one ceremonial south pole.
History

1. Name a dinosaur beginning with B. 
Various answers are right, but brontosaurus is wrong – it was actually a misidentified apatasaurus, and isn’t a correct classification. 
2. What was the name of the organisation that the Americans fought in Viet Nam? 
Viet Minh is the actual name. Viet Cong was a name invented by the US Government, to sound more sinister.
3. What was the first invention to break the sound barrier? 
A whip – these are very old, but recent scientific imaging has shown that the crack is actually part of the whip breaking the sound barrier, not leather hitting leather.
4. What was a traditional material used to make fiddle or violin strings before synthetics? 
Sheep gut usually – not cat gut, which is often thought. In truth, killing a cat in the medieval ages was considering extremely bad luck.
5. In the middle ages, what shape did people think the Earth was? 
Round, just like today. It’s just a myth that people thought it was flat. Chaucer wrote about it as being round, and it was also documented as such even earlier than that.
6. Who was the Archbishop ordered to be killed by Henry II of England? 
Thomas Becket. The ‘a’ normally slotted between his fore and surname is a 
misconception, and although minor, is wrong.
7. How many men was a Roman Centurion in charge of? 
83 technically, but usually between 60-80 in practise.
8. What instrument did Nero play whilst Rome burned? 
Lyre or even possibly bagpipes – the fiddle (which is usually thought) wasn’t actually invented until around about the 14th Century
9. What colour was the Model T Ford in its first year of production? 
Grey/red/green – black followed later on, and did indeed become the only offered colour. But it did not begin that way.
10. Who invented the flush lavatory? 
The Chinese invented it in about the 2nd Century BC. Thomas Crapper (who’s usually associated with this invention) did invent the ballcock though.
11. What colour would Robin Hood’s tights have been? 
Most likely red, as that area of England was very famous at the time for its red dying techniques. This does lead you to wonder however, how he and his merry men were so difficult to spot and find in Sherwood Forest.
12. When the Titanic sank, what was the first thing that happened to the crew? 
They were fired. As soon as a ship begins to take on water and sink sink, it can no longer be classified as a ship, so their wages were stopped.
13. In the early days of trains in America, when a carriage came off the rails, what did they do? 
They picked it up, and put it back on. The carriages had no cladding at all  

and were incredibly light, so this was easily possible.
14. What were the first animals to be herded for food? 
Snails
Nature

1. Name a green mammal. 
There are none. It’s a very common colour amongst fish, reptiles, amphibians, birds, etc, but not mammals. One breed of sloth appears green however, though that’s actually algae that grows in its fur. 
2. What’s the common name of the species Ursus Arctos? 
Grizzly/brown bear
3. Where do bear’s urinate/defecate in the winter? 
They don’t whilst they hibernate – their body builds up a form of but plug (made of hair/feces/etc), and they recycle all their urea as protein.
4. When you listen to the waves inside a sea shell, what are you actually hearing? 
Air resonating, not actually the sea or blood pumping through your ear.
5. What is the commonest bird in the world? 
Domesticated chicken
6. What are the heaviest living things ever to have existed on Earth? 
Giant redwoods/sequoia
7. What kind of plant is bamboo? 
It’s a grass
8. What’s the longest animal in the world? 
Bootlace worm – it can be up to 60 metres long, which is much larger than the blue whale, giant squid or lion’s mane jellyfish.
9. What happens if you cut and earthworm in half? 
It dies. It does have death throes, which leads to the thought that it splits into two living worms.
10. Which animal contributes most methane to the atmosphere? 
Termites
11. What happens if you eat nothing but rabbit meat? 
You’ll die – it lacks nutrients that the body needs to survive.
12. What is found at the centre of an oyster’s pearl? 
A worm fragment, usually, that’s burrowed in. Grit/sand does occur, but not as frequently.
13. What creature was the world’s largest pearl found in? 
Giant clam
14. What are elephant’s large ears used for? 
Heat control, not for hearing.
15. If you shaved a lion and a tiger until they were completely bald, how would you tell the difference? 
Tigers have striped skin
Science

1. What colour is the landscape of the planet Mars? 
Brown – it only appears red due to atmospheric dust. NASA has actually been shown to have “photoshopped” (in a fashion) images taken on Mars to conform to people’s expectations.
2. When are penguins found near the magnetic north pole? 
Soon, as every few million years or so, the magnetic poles on Earth reverse.
3. How much of the Earth is water? 
Less than a 50th of a percent – around two thirds of the surface is water, but overall it’s a very low amount.
4. Who first discovered and documented the use of Penicillin? 
Ernest Duchesne – he documented its use in Arab stable boys, and submitted a paper to a French journal long before Flemming. However, he was not recognised for his discovery until after his death.
5. What does helium do to your voice? 
Changes the timbre/frequency of the voice, but not actually the pitch.
6. What’s the commonest metal in the human body? 
Calcium – your bones are made of calcium phosphate crystals, which make up a significant portion of body weight.
7. What is the smallest cell in the human body? 
Sperm
8. What is the largest cell in the human body? 
Ovum
9. Who came up with The Theory of Relativity? 
Galileo – Einstein came up with the Special and General Theories, but the original one was Galileo.
10. How fast do electrons move along an electric wire? 
0.03 mph – deceptively slow. Electrons work like a tube filled with marbles. If you put one into one end of the tube, displacement would cause one to come out at the other end. So electricity (one marble going in, another out) is very quick, but the actual speed of the electrons is very slow.
